genes on the single X chromosome of male flies need to be twice as actively transcribed. All mle loss-of-function mutations are male-specific lethals. However, nap ts (no action potential, temperature sensitive), a recessive gain-of-function mutation in mle (Kernan et al., 1991), is not. Instead, homozygous mle napts flies of both sexes show decreased expression of the Na ϩ channel encoded by the para locus (Loughney et al., 1989 ). This and the observation that MLE is well expressed in females indicates that MLE has regulatory activities besides sexspecific dosage compensation. One of these activities, to facilitate splicing after RNA editing, appears now to have been revealed. Reenan et al. (2000) first demonstrate that para transcripts are edited in three adenosine positions in an exon that encodes the S1 segment of the third channel repeat (the ␣ subunit has four channel repeats, each featuring six transmembrane regions, termed S1 to S6). Two of the three A-to-I conversions change codons and hence, amino acids in the Na ϩ channel. Editing of these positions also occurs in other Drosophila species that are evolutionarily quite distant, indicating a good measure of functional significance for the editing of this Na ϩ channel, although just what the significance is remains to be elucidated. Reenan 
